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BBC News - EU – LISBON Meeting

“THE POLISH FINANCE MINISTER, 
JACEK ROSTOWSKI, TOLD THE BBC 
THAT NINE EASTERN EUROPEAN 
NATIONS WERE READY TO BLOCK A 
DEAL UNLESS THEY WERE ALLOWED 
TO CONTRIBUTE ACCORDING TO 
THEIR MEANS, NOT TO HOW MUCH 
THEY POLLUTE”

BBC News, 30 October 2009



AIT CHARACTERISTICS

• Celebrating Golden Jubilee this year
• Postgraduate institute with strong research 

emphasis
• Internationality with an Asian orientation
• Interdisciplinary, agile academics
• Real-life development problems & industrial 

practice
• Capacity building for sustainable development
• Orientation towards professions
• Global network of partners (top international 

universities & research institutes)



Centre of Excellence at AITCentre of Excellence at AIT

Research programs at AIT are organized 

in closely linked multidisciplinary teams. 

Through collaborative ways of working, 

we aim to establish creative partnerships 

in which research agendas can be driven 

by local perspectives.

“Sustainable development in the 
context  off Climate Change” , 
focusing on: 



Research at AIT 
Sustainable development in the context of Climate Change

II. Thematic Knowledge Focus

• Vulnerability and Disaster Risk   
Reduction

• Water Resources and Coastal
Adaptation

• Urban and Rural Sustainability
• Agriculture, Land Use and Forestry
• Low Carbon Society and Renewable

Technology
• Cleaner Production and Waste Refinery

www.ait.asia

Institute wide thematic sub-groups under the broad 
area of SD in the context of climate

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.urbansprout.co.za/files/images/clean%2520energy.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.urbansprout.co.za/green_energy_trends_for_2008&usg=__eHsz2WheubyKfQmoPT2qQN4ppcA=&h=318&w=410&sz=22&hl=en&start=4&um=1&tbnid=L75LtANwmvD8iM:&tbnh=97&tbnw=125&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dcarbon%2Benergy%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26rls%3Dcom.microsoft:*:IE-SearchBox%26rlz%3D1I7WZPA_en
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://ukinindonesia.fco.gov.uk/resources/en/jpg/3132606/green-bali&imgrefurl=http://ukinindonesia.fco.gov.uk/en/working-with-indonesia/climate-change&usg=__MXVFMnGrWj8gMG0nwWx8G0v0b4Q=&h=270&w=404&sz=54&hl=en&start=58&um=1&tbnid=zkICsky5UQXQTM:&tbnh=83&tbnw=124&prev=/images%3Fq%3Drural%2Bclimate%2Bchnage%26start%3D54%26ndsp%3D18%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26rls%3Dcom.microsoft:*:IE-SearchBox%26rlz%3D1I7WZPA_en%26sa%3DN


Research at AIT 
Sustainable development in the context of Climate Change

WATER RESOURCES

One of the earliest programs at AIT

• Extensive work in the region in the area of integrated water recourses 
management and integrated coastal zone management

Research projects 

• An Assessment of the Socio-economic Impacts of Flood under Climate Change   
Conditions in Large Coastal Cities in South and South-east Asia

• Sediment Management in South and Southeast Asia

• Climate Change impact and Adaptation Study for Bangkok Metropolitan region

• UNEP Water Vulnerability Assessment in South and South East Asia

New Report: “Freshwater Under Threat: South Asia” produced by UNEP and 
AIT. Identifies key threats to water resources development and management, and 
assesses the challenges the region faces in coping with these threats

www.ait.asia
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Sustainable development in the context of Climate Change

RESEARCH GAPS IN CLIMATE CHANGE

Climate Adaptation in Asia: Knowledge Gaps and
Research Issues in South East Asia

Project on “Adapting to Climate Change in Asia: 
Identifying Critical Knowledge Gaps” supported 
through the Joint DFID-IDRC 
Regional consultation to assess regional priorities, 
capabilities and research gaps on climate change and 
poverty reduction in Asia

www.ait.asia

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.ifad.org/climate/images/1.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.ifad.org/climate/&usg=__vuAhe16yQ6_fI-ErOTD8k-DNaEI=&h=297&w=443&sz=208&hl=en&start=3&um=1&tbnid=bSMbFGBgdt5hiM:&tbnh=85&tbnw=127&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dclimate%2Bchange%2Bpeople%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26rls%3Dcom.microsoft:*:IE-SearchBox%26rlz%3D1I7WZPA_en%26sa%3DN
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://go635254.s3.amazonaws.com/redgreenandblue/files/2009/02/vietnam.jpg&imgrefurl=http://redgreenandblue.org/category/topics/climate-change-topics/&usg=__or7tyYM0u0IpBejWPl5HwJLYkMU=&h=332&w=500&sz=206&hl=en&start=7&um=1&tbnid=7uwlbyt-n9h-JM:&tbnh=86&tbnw=130&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dclimate%2Bchange%2Bpeople%2Bvietnam%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26rls%3Dcom.microsoft:*:IE-SearchBox%26rlz%3D1I7WZPA_en
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Low Carbon Society and Renewable Technology
The Asian Regional Research Programme in Energy, 
Environment and Climate (ARRPEEC), started 1995 working 
with a network of Europeanand and Asian Universities 

www.ait.asia

MAIN OBJECTIVES

Production of high quality policy oriented outputs in the 
selected areas of energy, environment and climate research.

Capacity mobilization and enhancement at National 
Research Institute (NRI) level through project level joint 
activities and fellowships.

Linkage of project level activities in the participating countries 
with national, regional and global initiatives for reducing GHG 
and other hazardous emissions.

Dissemination of results of the programme among policy 
personnel with a view to creating an impact on policy making.

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.cosmosmagazine.com/files/imagecache/news/files/news/20090115_climate_change_aus.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.cosmosmagazine.com/news/2472/australias-aborigines-bare-brunt-climate-change&usg=__5Z4XlhPvyTcwMQ4Eim1SfQTcxIU=&h=299&w=300&sz=108&hl=en&start=41&um=1&tbnid=Y61yDAlsZuV_KM:&tbnh=116&tbnw=116&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dclimate%2Bchnage%2Bpictures%26start%3D36%26ndsp%3D18%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26rls%3Dcom.microsoft:*:IE-SearchBox%26rlz%3D1I7WZPA_en%26sa%3DN
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.p-p.com.au/blog/images/blogs/i289-l-CropsClimateChange_300.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.p-p.com.au/blog/categories.asp%3FcID%3D10&usg=__-zuWWnN7Ehc3AtixXDoFHjIHdGM=&h=310&w=300&sz=48&hl=en&start=49&um=1&tbnid=LDKtV9GePcJsOM:&tbnh=117&tbnw=113&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dclimate%2Bchnage%2Bpictures%26start%3D36%26ndsp%3D18%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26rls%3Dcom.microsoft:*:IE-SearchBox%26rlz%3D1I7WZPA_en%26sa%3DN
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Further examples of research opportunities in CC between EU  and Asia  

• Energy and Environment Project – MOFA  Finland and NDF supported – funding 
local issues and projects

• Waste Refinery Project – converting wastes to value added products and energy –
technology and knowledge exchange – taking into account conditions and cultures

• Erasmus Mundus – mobility of faculty, staff and students
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Academic courses in CC ?

• Create a new discipline in CC? Specialist? 
Possible?

OR

• Add component to all disciplines a component of 
CC?

Essential that all work together using each 
disciplines strengths

Climate Change  – Challenges and Opportunities in Higher Education



Serve as source of knowledge
• UNEP / SEI knowledge platform on 

climate adaptation – supported by SENSA

• 3R Knowledge with UNESCAP – UNEP – 
supported by the ADB

Climate Change  – Challenges and Opportunities in Higher Education



Conclusion
Higher Education and Research Institutions can : 

• Help build capacity to meet new challenges of CC
• Develop trans-disciplinary teams to address 

problems
• Help in technical transfer to help address local 

problems
• Form the core of a partnership between public, 

private and research institutions (from EU and Asia) 
required to face the new problems of CC change

• Contribute to knowledge and best practices – 
catalyze change 

Climate Change  – Challenges and Opportunities in Higher Education



Thank you for your attention

Contact for more information:
Prof. Sudip K. Rakshit

Asian Institute of Technology
PO Box 4 Klong Luang

Pathumthani 12120
Thailand

Email: rakshit@ait.asia

www.ait.asia

Climate Change Adaptation – Challenges and Opportunities in Higher Education
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